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The National Geographic Society, formed in 1888, continues to pursue its' mission of
increasing geographic awareness through exploration and education. Recent surveys of
young adults in America have demonstrated a deficiency in geographic knowledge. Sadly,
about onein three kids can't find the Pacific Ocean on amap. An aarming number of
young adults had difficulty in finding the state of California on a map of the U.S.

The news mediais constantly reminding us that the youth of today seem to know more

about pop culture and teen idols than they do about history, science, mathematics, and hitp:/fwww.geog.ufl.edu

geography. While America’s youth continues to gain proficiency in surfing the
Worldwide Web, keeping up on the latest fashion trends, downloading music,

visiting the websites of their favorite TV and music stars, and chatting with their
web buddies, many of them neglect to learn more about the nation and world in In Thislssue:

which they live. Letter from the Editor, 2

The Ryan Poehling Charitable Foundation, Inc., 2
Faculty News, 3

Faculty Profile, 4

Recently, the National Geographic Society (NGS) has taken aim at younger
audiences and their glaring deficiencies in geographic knowledge by introducing

the GeoBee challenge. Each day five new questions are posted on their website as Graduate Student News, 5
part of a game where visitors can test their knowledge of geography against “the Alumni News, 5

bee” by taking the quiz. Some of the questions are real stumpers, challenging both Graduate Student Spotlight, 6
kids and parents alike. 1t'sloads of fun, and a great learning tool to boot. Response Sheet, 7

In addition to this effort, the National Geographic Society is also offering an NG
Kids Magazine for only $17.95, a publication targeted toward children. NG K
Magazine isloaded with games, great pictures, and interesting articles. Next time
you and your kids are on-line, take the challenge. “Bee” sure to visit the society’ s homepage at www.national geographic.com for more details.

The NGS reminds us that “every great scientist started out as a student”. And we should remind ourselves that learning is alifetime adventure.

So support the National Geographic Society and their mission. Membership is only $34 per year, which includes 12 issues of National
Geographic magazine. What abargain! It'salso agreat giftidea. T.J.F.

3006 Turlington (Old Grad Room) Y ou’ ve come along way Dr. Southworth assists a student in GEO 5134c¢

Lab Photos courtesy of: Theresa Burcsu
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Letter from the editor

From internationally transmitted real-time images of
conflict in the Middle East to regiona disputes between
neighboring countriesin hotspots around the globe, from satellite
and radar images of stormsand areal photographs of catastrophic
events, from on-board navigation systemsin SUVs to expanding
trade, transportation, and fiber-optic networks, onethingiscertain
—we can't escape looking at the world as if through the eyes (or
lenses) of a geographer.

Eventsof the past monthsremind us of theimportance of
Geography —the2Mother Discipline® asacolleague of minecalls
it (Dr. Paul Zwick, URP). Everyone, yes everyone, is a
geographer whether they realize it or not. Certainly, the
significance of the question of 2where? has not waned, nor has
the need to seek understanding or explanation of gspatial
phenomena. In fact, the need for spatial information, geo-coded
data, and geographical analysis only grows stronger over time.
Moreand more, peopl eare using Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) technology, Global Positioning Systems (GPS), remote
sensing and satelliteimagery, and cartographicimpressionsto aid
themin their everyday lives or studies... not to mention planning
and problem-solving. As technology continues to shape and
reshape our lives, while expanding the possibilities for research
and progress, one thing is certain — the tools at a geographer's
disposal will become morevaluable. Yes, it'sexcitingto bealive
and witness the marvels of 21% century technology, and what they
mean to the Mother Discipline. It is my hope that more people
will realizetheimportance of studying geography... or at least the
importance of visiting home from timeto timeto borrow toolsand
gain insights from Mama.

Tim Fik (Sinkhole editor)

3006 Turlington (The Old Grad Room again)
Lab Photo courtesy of Theresa Burcsu
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The Ryan Michael Poehling Charitable Foundation, Inc.

The first annual Ryan Michael Poehling Memorial
Golf outing will be held at Forest Hills on Friday July
25" 2003. This foundation was created to provide
annual scholarshipsto studentsat both The University
of Wisconsin - LaCrosseand the University of Florida
Geography Department.

The Geography Department at the University of
Florida was able to raise a substantial amount for this event. Two
checkswere mailed to Ryan®father, Hank. Onewasinthe nameof "UF
Alumni and Friends" for atotal of $525, and the second wasin the name
of "UF Department of Geography", for $250. A grand total of $775! A
list of contributors follow this section. Update: We have heard
indirectly that approximately $6000.00 was raised through this golf
tournament for the Foundation.

If you would like to contribute to this worthy foundation, you may send
checksto: Ryan Poehling Foundation; 2135 Main Street; LaCrosse, WI
54601. For additional information, you may contact Hank Poehling at:
(608) 785-0695.

Contributors

UF Alumni and Friends:

Dr. Ann Angleheart

Dr. Travis and Danielle Bradshaw
Dr. Sharon and Larry Cobb

Dr. Carey and Samjhana Farley
Mr. Adam Grodek

Dr. Mike and Kathy Harrison

Dr. Ryan and Tricia Jensen

Mr. Jeff Lower and Beth Wilder
Dr. Vanessa Slinger-Friedman
Mr. Jim Sloan

Ms. Lisaand Amy Walsh

Dr. Matt and Mary Zorn

Dr. Russ Watkins and Angeline Leong

Dept. of Geography

Dr. HelenJane Armstrong

Dr. Michael & Mary Binford

Dr. Cesar & Christiana Caviedes
Dr. Joshua & Wanderleia Comenetz
Dr. Tim & Denise Fik

Dr. Stephen & Dora Golant

Dr. Abe Goldman & Judy Breiner
Dr. Ary & Sandy Lamme

Dr. BarbaraMcDade

Dr. Joann Mossa & Llew Kohler
Mrs. Desiree & Key Price

Dr. Nigel & Lisa Smith

Dr. Jane Southworth, Romer and Michael Kohlhaas
Dr. Peter & Marilyn Waylen
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Faculty News

Cesar Caviedes continuestoinvestigatethehistorical occurrences
of El Nino inthe circum-Pacific region and in Europa. A couple of
articlesare being finished onthissubject, and translations of his"El
Nino in History" are being negotiated for publication in Spanish
and German languages.

In the summer of 2002 he taught a seminar on ENSO at the
Humboldt University of Berlinwith afellowship of the Alexander-
von-Humbol dt Foundation of Bonn. During hisstay at the German
capital, Professor Caviedes established contact with a local
composer with the purpose drafting amusical piece based on an El
Nino theme. A possible documentary based on his book is being
considered for filming by Zenith Entertainment, London. The use
of musical depictions of geographic phenomena and processes is
becoming an area of exploration by Caviedes and several German
geographers.

Joshua Comenetz has been busy working on two papers. One, on
cartographic geometry, wasrecently publishedin The Cartographic
Journal, and the other was presented at the American Congress on
Surveying and Mapping annual conference. Joshua is in the
process of teaching a new honors course entitled " The Geography
of Now" -- an international relations geography course (Fall of
2003).

Tim Fik continuesto work on various projects and grant proposals
with Drs. Robert Swett and Charles Sidman of Florida Sea Grant
related to recreational boating characterizationin South Floridaand
assessment of Florida sV essel TitleRegistration System. A funded
project last summer has led to a publication in Leisure Sciences
(co-authored with Charles Sidman) entitled ®Modeling Spatial
Patterns of Recreational Boaters in Charlotte Harbor, Florida:
Vessel, Behavioral and Geographic Considerations,® (forthcoming
2003). The results of arelated study were presented at the annual
GeoToolsconferencein Charleston, S.C. (January 2003). Tim has
been working on lectures for a new undergraduate course that is
currently being offered in the Fall of 2003 + Geo 2426: Pop Music
and Culture: A Geographic Perspective. A version of this course
has been already been offered asan Honors section for the past two
semesters, with encouraging reviews. The course focuses on the
development of various regional styles of music and their impact
the popular music of today.

Abe Goldman is excited about teaching GEO
4938/6938/AF4935: "Food and Agriculture in Africa’. It isa
seminar that deals with the main livelihood activities of peoplein
sub-Saharan Africa, the forces shaping African environments, and
the geographic and historica background of Sub-Saharan
agricultural systems and livestock production. As an
interdisciplinary social science offering, the seminar will cover a
broad range of topics including Population Growth, Agricultural
Intensification; Disease Impacts, Gender-related issues,
Technological Change, Agricultural Commercidization, and
Environmental Impacts. Inadditionto teachingand maintaining an
active research agenda, Dr. Goldman continues histour of duty as
the department' s graduate coordinator
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Ary Lamme has been active on the conference and research fronts.
On February 2-6, historical geographers and their families met in the
restored Henry Flagler hotel in St. Augustine called the CasaMonica.
This was a conference of the Eastern Historical Geography
Association, a group of historical geographers from throughout the
world who are interested in Eastern North America and Caribbean
topics. Papers with extensive discussion were presented at three
sessions that focused on Florida, historic preservation, and historical
geographic thought. In addition, two field trips focused on St.
Augustine, aswell as historic sitesin the Jacksonville area. It was also
afine mid winter break for those coming from aharsh winter up north.
The conference was sponsored in part by the Dept. of Geography, UF,
and organized by Ary Lamme. Dr. Lamme presented a condensed
version of his conference paper on postmodernity as a department
colloquium on March 21%.

Barbara E. M cDade, visited Senegal in March as a part of a team
from the Florida/West Africa Linkage Ingtitute, University of North
Florida, and Florida Community College at Jacksonville, to assess the
final phase of a project to establish the first Senegalese community
college (CUR or centre regionale universitaire). Located in Bambey,
a rural community, and is the first of ten CURs planned by the
Government of Senegal to be distributed throughout the country to
provide postsecondary education opportunities in rural communities,
wherethemajority of the populationlives. Onthereturn portion of the
trip, Barbarawasjoined by her daughter, Ayann, for awhirlwind tour
of Paris that included the usual attractions such as the Louvre, Eiffel
Tower, and Arc de Triomphe, as well asaMcDonad®located on the
Champs Elysses and a delicious Greek dinner at a restaurant in the
L atin Quarter of thisinternational city. Barbaraworked asaconsultant
for Africare, aWashington, DC-headquartered NGO with programsin
37 African countries, to revise atraining program for their field staff.
Thefinal product included a self-study module on CD that will beused
by Africare and 16 other NGOs that participate in the Food Aid
program. She is especially proud to have been by the "best and
brightest" CLASundergradsasone of their most influential professors
at the Anderson Scholars convocation in the Fall. She recently
submitted the article, "The New Generation of African Entrepreneurs:
A New Modédl of Entrepreneurship in Africa," co-authored with Dr.
Anita Spring, Anthro. Dept., to Entrepreneurship and Regional
Devel opment.

Joann M ossa had a very reproductive year. She gave birth to twins
Caralyn Sophia and Miles Stanford Mossa-Kohler on October 10,
2002. All are welcome to look at their photos on our department®
website. She also began a new 3-year research project in the summer
-- Geomorphic Assessment of Channel Changes along a Modified
Floodplain: PascagoulaBasin, M Sfunded by several federal and local
agenciesincluding the U.S. Geological Survey and U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers. At the March 2003 AAG meeting in New Orleans, she
gave a presentation on the Leaf River, atributary of the Pascagoula.
She was recently guest editor of a special issue of the Zeitschrift fur
Geomorphologie on the Geomorphology of South and Central
American Rivers and wrote a book review for the Professiona
Geographer. Last year she was president of the Florida Society of
Geographers and organized the annual meeting in Gainesville, along
with acomedy roast in honor of former colleague Ed Malecki (now at
Ohio State University).
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Nigel Smith continues to soar on the book front. In Fall 2002, the
University of Texas Press published Amazon Sweet Sea: Land,
Life, and Water at the River’s Mouth. It is a"coffee table" book
with over 130 color photos about the natural history of rural
livelihoods and the impact of ecological and economic change on
peoples lives. Professor Smith has recently received a MacArthur
Foundation grant to study the ethnobotany of floodplain fruitsinthe
Peruvian Amazon.

Grant Thrall's book entitled "Business Geography and New Real
Estate Market Analysis' has been published by Oxford University
Press. He gaveinvited presentations on his new book to the Wharton
School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, and to the Haas
School of Business, University of California at Berkeley. Grant
continues to serve as co-editor of Journal of Real Estate Literature
and is software and business geography editor for GeoSpatial
Solutions. He is also a member of the board of directors of the
American Real Estate Society and continues as a Fellow of the
Weimer School for Advanced Studies In Real Estate and Land
Economics, which isadivision of the Homer Hoyt I nstitute.

Peter Waylen received theUniversity's" Teacher of
the Year Award" in April 2002! Pete continues to
teach large sections of Physical Geography (with
ravereviews). Heisadvisor and mentor to ahost of
graduate students including Matt Marsik and Dave
Coley. Heisaso very pleased to note that, due to
the dogged persistence of its lead author Chris
Meindl (Ph.D. University of Florida, 1996), a joint paper on the
early history of the reclamation efforts in the Everglades finally
appeared inthe Annal sof the Associ ation of American Geographers.
He has been awarded a $3000 grant by the Office of Research and
Graduate Programs to "internationalize” the practical work in my
GEO 3280, "Principles of Geographic Hydrology" course, with the
cooperation of Matt Marsik and Marvin Quesada.

On a sad note, Dr. Cindy Malecki, wife of former UF
Geography professor Ed M alecki, has passed away in September
2003 after a battle with brain cancer. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to Ed and his family with our deepest sympathy.

Faculty Profile

Stephen Golant was invited research
expert at the Hearings conducted by the
Senate Banking, Housing and Urban
Affairs Committee (chaired by Sen. Paul
Sarbanes - D-MD) in Washington, DC on
June 27th, 2002. The Committee was
convened to hear the findings from the final report of the
Commission on Affordable Housing and Health Facility Needs for
Seniors in the 21st Century (Seniors Commission). The Seniors
Commission is a bipartisan 14 member panel created by an act of
Congress to study the housing and health care needs for the next
generation of elderly Americans and to offer specific policy and
legislative recommendations to the U.S. House of Representatives
and the U.S. Senate. Professor Golant was the principal consultant
hired by the Commission to conduct most of its research. He
performed original analyses of the current and future housing and
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disability status of older Americans; served as a technical advisor
regarding data base discussions with government researchers and
university researchers; and performed affordability studies of the
elderly housing market from September, 2001 to February, 2002.
His most recent and forthcoming publications include:

"Geographic Inequalities in the Availability of Government-
Subsidized Rental Housing for Low-Income Older Persons in
Florida" The Gerontologist, Vol. 42, No. 1, 2002, pp. 101-108.

"Deciding Where to Live: The Emerging Residential Settlement
Patternsof Retired Americans.” Generations, Vol. 26, No. 11, 2002,
pp. 66-73.

"TheHousing Problemsof the Future Elderly Population, Appendix
G-1." In Commission on Affordable Housing and Health Facility
Needsfor Seniorsin the 21st Century, A Quiet Crisisin America: A
Report to Congress. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing
Office, 2002, pp. 189-370.

"The Unmet Housing and Care Needs of Older Americans: A
Divided Congressional Commission Issues Its Report." Responses
to an Aging Florida, 2003.

"Conceptualizing Time and Space in Environmental Gerontology:
A Pair of Old Issues Deserving New Thought," The Gerontologist,
forthcoming, 2003.

"Political and Organizationa Barriers to Satisfying Low-Income
U.S. Seniors Need for Affordable Rental Housing with Supportive
Services." Journal of Aging and Social Policy, forthcoming, 2003.

"The Urban-Rural Digtinction in Gerontology: An Update of
Research." In Hans-Werner Wahl, Rick Scheidt, and Paul Windley
(Eds.), Annual Review of Gerontology and Geriatrics 2003. New
Y ork, Springer, forthcoming, 2003.

In addition, Professor Golant has recently given several taks
including: "Resident Assessmentsin Assisted Living: What Do We
K now?Organizer of Special Sessionat 55" Annual ScientificMeeting
of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, November 24,
2002; "Are AL Residents Aging in Place: Secondary Analysis of
Extant Data." Invited presentation at Special Session at 55" Annual
Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston,
November 24, 2002; and "Making Housing and Long-Term Care
Paolicy: The Deliberations of the Seniors Housing Commission."
Invited presentation at Special Session at 55" Annual Scientific
Mesting of the Gerontological Society of America, Boston, 11/24/02.

Jane Southworth has been a welcome addition to
the Department of Geography. Shejoined usinthe
Spring semester 2002 and maintainsajoint position
in the University of Floridas Land Use and
Environmental Change Research Ingtitute (LUECI).
JaneholdsaBScfromLeicester University, England
(1992), an MA in Geography (1996) and PhD in
Environmental Science (2000) from Indiana
University. Beforecomingto Florida, Janeservedas
a post-doctoral Research Associate (2000-2001) in
Climate Change
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Analysis and Remote Sensing of Land Cover Change, at the
Midwestern Regional Center for Global Environmental Change
(NIGEC), and the Center for the Study of Institutions, Population,
and Environmental Change (CIPEC) at Indiana.

Dr. Southworth' sresearch interestsinclude modeling of theimpacts
of climate change on agricultural and forest ecosystems, remote
sensing of land cover change and land cover change modeling, the
implications of scale and scaling in remote sensing and modeling
analyses, and human-environment interactions. Specific topics
include changesin mean climate conditionsand in changing climate
variability on plant-environment interactions. Jane's doctoral
research examined three different but related topics: (1)
consequences of future climate change and changing climate
variability on agricultural systemsin the Midwestern United States,
(2) modeling the impacts of climate change on Midwestern forest
ecosystems using an integrated GIS approach, and (3) land cover
change in Western Honduras and the Yucatan, Mexico, using
remote-sensing methodol ogies.

Janeis currently a guest editor, along with Drs. D. Munroe and H.
Nagendra, for aspecial forthcomingissue of thejournal Agriculture,
Ecosystems and Environment, on the topic of land cover
fragmentation. Dr. Southworth maintainsan activeroleinreviewing
for several scholarly journals in her area of specialty and is an
Editorial Advisory Board member for Agriculture, Ecosystemsand
Environment. She also has several research proposals under review
withthe National Science Foundationincluding®The Fateof Forests
and Fields: A Fine-scale Analysisof LUCC Amidst Globalizationin
Mexico® and a Bio-complexity project entitted 2Resilience,
Connectivity, and Land Usein Latin Americe®.

Graduate Student News

Doctoral student ChrisBaynar d hashad avery productive
academicyear. In September he submitted an articleto Environment
& Planning C : Government and Policy entitled "Electrifying the
Gran Sabana: Statevs. indigenousinterestsin Venezuela®frontier."

In addition, he has prepared and presented two papers at
professional conferences + March 2003: "The Venezuela-Guyana
border dispute: resources, nationhood and globalization™ at the 99th
Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers
(AAG) in New Orleans, Louisiana; and February 2003: Ecological
and economic zoning of Canaima National Park, Venezuela' at the
Florida Society of Geographers Conferencein BocaRaton, Florida.

Doctoral Candidate Andres Guhl and Professor Jane
Southwor th offered a Geographical TechnologiesWorkshop inthe
Geography Department on Saturday March 22. The workshop was
designed for people with no prior experience in GIS, GPS, and
Remote Sensing technologies and those that might be interested in
exploring these tools for their research. Word in the corridors of
Turlington Hall is that the workshop was well attended and a big
success!

Jim Penn began in the Geography Department as a part-
time student in Fall, 1999 and became Ph.D. Candidatein 2001. He
holds a Bachelor of Artsin Palitical Science, from the Department
of ArmsControl and Disarmament, University of 11lincis(1983); and
a Master's degree in Latin American Studies from the Tropical
Conservation and Development Program, University of Florida
(1999). BorninPeoria, Illinois, Jim grew up in Decatur, with alife-
long interest in growing plants and trees, camping and civic
activities. He has been active in human rights and conservation

HAIRDIGPPHU)ID

organizations and has worked in agricultural-related jobs such as
dairies, yard-wasterecycling, and tree planting for timber companies,
aswell aswork for municipalitiesin Illinois, downtown renovation,
and thetransportationindustry (trucking). Heisalong-time?2rail fan®
and railroad historian, with side interests in manufacturing,
agriculture, energy, and heavy industry in the United States. Jim has
also been involved in research, environmental education, consulting,
and community conservation projects in the Peruvian Amazon since
1984. Heis an outspoken advocate for peasants' rights.

Jim continues to do applied research in the sub-field of
Tropical Agriculture. Hisfocusis on agroforestry systems, and the
opportunitiesto learn from and improve these systems for the benefit
of society and the environment. Jim continuesto hold abroad interest
in tree cultivation and agriculture across any country or biome. His
dissertation work examined the extraction, domestication, and
marketing of a fruit native to Amazonia called 2camu camu®
(Myciaria dubia).

Jim enjoys teaching, having taught five semesters of

Geography for aChanging World (GEO 1010), and two semesters of
the Honors section of Peoples of the Amazon (IDH 3931) + two very
popular undergraduate courses.

Kristen Conway-Gomez presented a paper titled: "River
Turtle Usein Eastern Lowland Bolivia- Scenariosfor Extirpation or
Conservation?' a the 99-th annual Association of American
Geographers (AAG) meeting in New Orleans (3/4-3/8). The paper
was an improved version of her recent department colloquium
presented on February 28th.

Matt M ar sik successfully defended his thesis " Simulation
of Flooding Responses to Land Cover Changes in the Quebrada
Estero Watershed, San Ramon, Costa Rica on Tuesday, April 1st
Yano fooling! Matt plans to continue on as a doctoral student and
work with Pete Waylen in the areas of climatology and hydrology.

In other sinkhole news: Two undergraduate geography
honors students (from alist of 40 studentsin the college) have been
accepted into the2003-2004 University Scholarsprogram: Kimberly
Engleman (Mentor: Nigel Smith) and Michael Selover (Mentor:
Joshua Comenetz). Congratulations!

Keith Herrel, PhD student in Geography, traveled to
Vietnam, Thailand, Japan, and Ecuador over the summer. Keithis
currently teaching Information Sciences at the University of
Tennessee at Martin.

Alumni News

Kathryn Lyon left Gainesville in Dec. 1999 after receiving her BA
in Geography from the University of Florida in June 2000. Since
interned with the City of Miami in the Real Estate & Economic
Development, Planning & Zoning, and GIS Divisons (May-
November, 2000) and worked as Assistant Planner with Broward
County (Florida) Department of Planning and Environmental
Protection®T ransportation Planning Division (from December 2000
through May of 2002). Ms. Lyon presently works as an Information
Systems Analyst for Broward County® Transportation Planning
Division, with a GIS focus. She has been using GIS as a tool for
analyzing Traffic Counts, Turning Movement Counts, Accident Data,
and as amanagement tool for the County®TrafficwaysPlan. InJune
2003, Kathrynwill begin an Environmental MBA program at Florida
Atlantic University.
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Don Y ow (classof 97, UF geography major) hasearned hisMSand
PhD in geography at the University of South Carolina. Weather and
climate became his specialty (but he notes that Carolinas
cartography classes were not as fun as Dr. Dunkle's). Dr. Yow
recently married a" Carolinagirl" named Sonjain June 2001. He has
accepted atenure track Assistant Professor position in geography at
Eastern Kentucky University. Despite jumping ship for graduate
school, Don still remains aloyal Gator fan.

Former geography grad student Steve Cook (Ph.D. 1995) isworking
for a non-profit organization helping students in Albania for the
"The Albanian Alps Institute" -- with a mission of improving the
livesof studentsand youthinthe Malsiae Madhe region of Northern
Albania. Steve has been working with institute memebrs to help
establish libraries, hire English teachers, provide basic supplies and
teacher training, and administer scholarshipsto promising students
inthelowland areas. If anyoneisinterested inlearning more about
the work of this ingtitute, Steve recommends checking out their
websitehttp//www.albanianalps.org In addition to his work in
Albania, Steve is teaching Instructor at Oregon State University,
Department of GeoSciences, mostly teaching Environmental

Conservation to hoards of juniorsand seniors, aswell as (as he puts
it) fun classes like "Wildfire and People" and "Polar Exploration".

These photos are from Kyle George
who did his Master degree with Dr.
Cesar Caviedes & Dr. Peter Waylenin
1996/97.

He states the following: 2Attached are

a couple of pictures of me that |

thought you two would enjoy. Oneis
of mein front of one of Saddam' s presidential carriages. | thought
about putting my own picture instead of Saddam's but thought that
would be presumptuous. The next oneis of me digging a fighting
position in the Iragi desert somewhere, and the last one is of CPT
Thrasher (my deputy) and | in one of the weapons caches that we
found. Therewere thousands and thousands of weapons of all types
and from all nationalities, to include some cyanide dart guns (what
the heck were THOSE for?). Plus there was a lot of ammunition
from a certain former Soviet republic who shall remain nameless
(Russia) with ammo made in 2002. Hmmmmmm......°
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Graduate Student Spotlight

Jaclyn Hall

I'm sure most members of the geography department know me asthat
very serious, promising doctoral student working with Drs. Binford,
Goldman and Southworth. Outside of the long hours | put in at the
library pondering my role in the realization of space and place, and
when | am not diligently preparing my dissertation proposal, you will
find me outside. | enjoy off road biking (being from Tampa, | can't
bring myself to call it mountain biking), kayaking, swimming and all
types of exercising.

| am a botanist wanna-be, and | delight in visiting natural areas to
practice botanizing (yes, that isaword, you may think it'sajoke, but
look it up!).

| think volunteering and altruism is very important, and | make time
in my schedule every month to raise money or volunteer, whether it
isfor Habitat for Humanity, Boys and Girls Club, Special Olympics,
or the Leukemia Society.

My academicinterestsarein the geography of biodiversity and rarity,
soils and vegetation relationships, the ecological effects of invasive
exotic species, and fire suppression in Florida. Most of you already
know of my work on the biogeography of rare speciesin Florida's
fragmented scrub habitat. For my dissertation | will be assessing the
utility of using remote sensing to analyze human disturbance and
structural differences in the Coastal Forests of East Africa, a
biodiversity hotspot consisting of fragmented tropical dry forest with
an interesting geographic pattern of species richness and endemism.

| first becameinterested in Africanot by choice, but when my Peace
Corpsrecruiter said, 2Y ou' regoingto Tanzania®. Although| had just
graduated with a degree in geography, | had to grab aglobeto locate
what was to me at that time, an obscure devel oping country- uh, near
Australia? For two and a half years | taught geography and
environmental studies at an A-level al-girls school in Korogwe, and
became known as Mama Moshi. | received most satisfaction from
completing small-scale community development projects such as
gender workshops, tree planting, and making fuel -efficient stovesout
of saw dust, cow dung, and okra. Y ou haven't lived until you have
massaged okra slime and dung in your bare hands, very soothing to
the soul. After years of striving to speak, act, and think like a
Tanzanian, itisnow my second home, as hot and frustrating asit may
have been. | really miss Tanzania. Thereisjust no other place like
it; the heat, the palms, beautiful beaches, crocodiles, mosguitoes,
Gator fans, wait, what?%s .

From building mud and stick houses to the
1000 uses of old bike tire tubing (beating out
duct tape by a large margin) every day in
Africa was a learning experience. | would
like to share with my new departmental
family one fundamental lesson that | learned
while trying to gossip with my Tanzanian
neighbor (seen in the picture). He told me
aKila mtu ana uzuri wake® which means,
aEvery person has his’her good qualities® |
think thisisimportant for usall to remember, especially inthe current
times.
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Pleasetell usabout your activities so we can include them inthe next Sinkhole, or let usknow if your address has changed.
Our addressis:

Department of Geography
University of Florida
PO Box 117315
Gainesville, FL 32611-7315
Name: Degree and year:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email address:

Personal information:

Professiona Activities:

Caption; Change detection in west Gainesville. Images on the left are false-color composites created by using reflectance data from Landsat
Thematic Mapper (above) and Enhanced Thematic Mapper+ (below)bands 5, 4, and 3 for the red, green, and blue components of the displayed
color.
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